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Marshall Public School District #413 develops the potential of each 

learner for success in a changing world. 

March 13, 2017 
 
Dear parents/guardians, 
 
We are required to administer the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) tests to all 3rd 

and 4th graders in both Reading and Math each spring.  This test will assess each student’s 

proficiency on the state reading and math standards, and gives us data that helps us understand 

what each student knows and is able to do and also helps us as we review our curriculum and 

programming.   

 

All students at West Side will be taking the MCA Reading test the week of April 3 and the MCA Math 

test the week of April 24.  This year, we’ll be using the student devices for testing, and many 

students will be testing in their reading and math classrooms. While there is no time limit on the 

tests, we have scheduled for each class to have a two-hour time slot on two different days to take 

each test.  Students who don’t complete the test in the scheduled time will be able to have 

additional time to finish the test.  We don’t want the students to worry about these tests and there 

is no need to study.  Their teachers have been preparing them for the tests by teaching the MN 

State Standards all year and either have or will be teaching some test taking skills as well.  The 

MCA tests are simply a measure of what each student knows and is able to do, so there should be 

no additional pressure or expectation to know all the answers.   

 

Your child’s teacher will share details with you as to specific days that each class will test.  As with 

any testing day, we encourage you to help ensure each child gets plenty of rest the night before and 

eats a good breakfast that morning.  If you have any questions about testing, feel free to contact 

either me or your child’s teacher. 

  


